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females are born in about equal numbers; the
males being a little in excess of the females. We
see, then, that Nature has put the human family
on the earth in pairs; rejecting by her own
large mandate all those monstrous and irregular
growths apart from the conjugal relations estab-
lished by herself between male and female; whether
those growths have taken the shape either of
polygamy or of polyandry, either many wives
to one husband, or many husbands to one wife.
The true law of nature, therefore, is, that one
male and one female shall make their home
together; and in an old country, where the sexes
are equal, where the manners are uniform, and
where the religion is common, any departure from
this true law will rather weaken than increase the
multiplying power of the country as a whole. So
far the answer seems to go one way. The
question, however, is, not as to the growth of
a whole nation: but as to that of a particular
family, of a particular community, of a mere sect
within the boundaries of that nation. Even in
Arabia, it is clear that if a particular sheikh
could invent some means of getting from othei
tribes a great many of their women, until he
had enough females in his power to give three